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Kittleman Wins Praise for New Action on Route 29 Pedestrian Bridge  
 

Columbia, MD September 1, 2015…. Friends of Bridge Columbia (FOBC) praise County 
Executive Allan Kittleman for his decision to add the US 29 Pedestrian Bridge to the list of 
transportation projects in Howard County’s “Priority Letter.”  FOBC spokesperson Fred 
Gottemoeller thanked the County Executive for asking the Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) to allocate funding towards the design of an improved bridge to enhance 
safety features and incorporate transit services in a recent letter.   
 
Kittleman made his request in an August 25th letter to MDOT Secretary Pete Rahn.  The “Priority 
Letter” includes the projects the County wants considered for inclusion in the FY2016-2021 
Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP).  The CTP is the state’s six-year capital program for 
transportation projects.  Inclusion in this list is a prerequisite for funding assistance.   
 
In June, Kittleman hosted a Bridge Columbia Funding Roundtable with stakeholders, including 
representatives from MDOT, and federal, state and local elected officials to explore sources of 
funding for Bridge Columbia.   FOBC presented its proposal for a new Bridge Columbia and state 
officials described transportation funding programs and the transportation planning process.  
Deputy MDOT Secretary Dennis Schrader offered to assist County officials in their pursuit of 
financing for Bridge Columbia.    
 
A copy of the FOBC letter to County Executive Kittleman is attached.  A video of the Roundtable 
is available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-haoTOETQ_E&sns=em. 
 

# # # 
 
About Friends of Bridge Columbia 
 
Friends of Bridge Columbia is a network of organizations and individuals who support a new 
bike, bus, and pedestrian bridge that will connect east and west Columbia across Route 29.  Visit 
www.bridgecolumbia.org to learn more and sign up to receive periodic updates.  Follow Friends 
of Bridge Columbia on Facebook and email Friends of Bridge Columbia at 
info@bridgecolumbia.org. 



 
 

 
August 31, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Allan H. Kittleman 
County Executive 
Howard County Government 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland  21043 
 
Dear County Executive Kittleman: 
 
The Friends of Bridge Columbia are pleased to learn that you have asked Secretary Rahn 
to add the US 29 Pedestrian Bridge to the list of projects in the County’s “Priority 
Letter.”  Thank you for taking this action in just a matter of weeks following the June 
Bridge Columbia Funding Roundtable.  As we noted in our letter to you after the 
Roundtable, this is a critical project for the future of our community. We believe that the 
addendum to the “Priority Letter” will help us build interest and support for Bridge 
Columbia.   
 
We look forward to working with you and your staff to advance the Bridge Columbia 
project through the planning and design phases.  At this juncture, we are seeking your 
guidance on ways we can help further with this initiative.  We have some ideas about 
activities we could pursue and we would like to discuss them with your staff at their 
earliest convenience.  For example, we believe we could play a role in 
 

• Reaching out to members of the Howard County delegation in the legislature; 
• Meeting with state transportation officials who will be visiting the County soon; 
• Educating the public about demographic transformations and the preferences of 

Americans about housing, transportation, and community; 1 
• Building support from developers and other business interests for the connection 

between Downtown Columbia and Oakland Mills; 
                                                 
1 We refer you to the new Urban Land Institute (ULI) Survey, America in 2015:  A ULI Survey of Views on Housing, 
Transportation and Community.  A key finding is that “nearly half of Americans, and three-fourths of Millennials, say 
they plan to move in the next five years. Due to the size of this generational cohort, Millennials represent a 
demographic juggernaut. Many Millennials prefer walkable, bikable communities, and 63 percent would like to live 
where they do not need a car often; they also prefer culturally diverse communities. While a plurality of Millennials 
would live in cities if they could live anywhere, a majority say they want single-family homes and believe they will be 
able to achieve that goal. Millennials represent a strong driver of demand for compact, mixed-use development formats, 
in suburban or other locations.”  Go to http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/America-in-2015.pdf 
 



• Continuing to build a broad coalition of supporters; and 
• Participating in an advisory committee on the project.  

 
We will contact Diane Wilson to discuss ways we can assist.   
 
We value the collaborative working relationship we have had with the County and want 
to continue the strong partnership we have developed.  Again, thank you for putting the 
bridge project in the “Priority Letter”; this is an important step forward in the 
transportation planning process.  
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Fred Gottemoeller 
Friends of Bridge Columbia 
 
 
cc:   Andy Barth, Press Secretary, Office of Public Information,  

Valdis Lazdins, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning 
John Powell, Administrator, Office of Transportation 
Diane Wilson, Chief of Staff, Office of the County Executive 

 Virginia M. Thomas, Co-Chair, Oakland Mills Board of Directors 
William R. McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair, Oakland Mills Board of Directors 
Linda Wengel, Chairperson, Town Center Board of Directors 
Howard County Council 

 


